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Mumbai | New Delhi: Around mid-March,
when IIT-Delhi shut its campus amid rising
coronavirus infections in the country, a gro-
up of studerits started an initiative to collect
funds to help over a dozen rickshaw-pullers,
who ferried them around the campus every
day and were out of alivelihood.

This Initiative by Divyanshu Saxena, a fi-
nal year computerscience student, and a few
of hisfriendslater took the shape of alarger
corpus put in place by II'T-Delhi, to help the
entire pool of informal workforce such as
dhobis, barbers, cobblers and tea sellers,
who had a thriving business catering to the
On-campus community of about 14,000 peo-
ple comprising students, faculty, staff and
their families,

“We have created an IIT-Delhi Benevolent
Fund with contributions from students,
staff, faculty and alumni,” IIT-D director V
Ramgopal Raosaid. “Themain beneficiaries
of the fund are people who are not employed
with the IITs but serve the institute,” added
MR Ravi, afaculty at the mechanical engine-
ering department and the deputy chairper-
sonof thefund.
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The institute has so far raised Rs 25 lakh
andisdoingafresh driveat raisingmoremo-
ney, this time also by tappingits alumni.

The fund will be also used to support cont-
ract workers who are not currently employ-
ed on campus but have reached ouf to the in-
stitute for assistance. “In the long-term, the
fund may even support students from lower
economic backgrounds,” said Ravi.

ITs in Kharagpur, Mumbai and Roorkee
are also raising funds to support the infor-
mal workers who earned their living from
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| Informal workers including tea stall owners,
cabblers, rickshaw pullers, mess workers, scrap
dealers (kabadiwalas), cycle shop workers,
barbers, daily wage earners working in various
eateries on campus, hostel and mess workers

|

the campusbut many of whom are withouta
Jjobnow, with most students away asresump-
tion of physical classrooms has been defer-
red tillnext year.

Premier IIT campuses on an average havea
population of 12,000-15,000 people each — in-
cluding students, staff, faculty membersand
their families. With increasing cases of Co-

'vid-19, most of the IITs have decided to con-

duct remote classes till December, with very
few people on the campuses. This has affec-
ted a whole bunch of people who depended
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on this community for their livelihood, from
the neighbourhood cobblers, rickshaw pul-
lers and tea stall owners to the scrap dealers
andbarbers. &

OT-Kharagpur has so far disbursed relief
andmonetary help worth Rs1.5 croretosuch
informal workers and those employed in
construction projects. Vinod Gupta, an US-
basedalumnusand entrepreneur, floated the
idea to raise $1 million (about Rs 7.5 crore) to
createa temporary relief fund.

The fundraising was conducted by IIT Kha-
ragpur Foundation US and it has so far raised
Rs 2.5 crore. The institute is managing all the
disbursement of funds, accounts distribution,
and setting up camp for ration distribution.
Kharagpur has one of the largest ITIT campu-
ses in the country with a population of about
25,000 people including 13,000 students. Apart
fromthis, the studentsare putting in contribu-
tionstohelp mess and hostel staff and others.

Campus residents at II'T-Bombay have dona-
ted about Rs 18 lakh in the first phase for pay-
ment to workers, including migrant lahours,
“Additionally, theyare makingan involuntary
sacrifice of about a month of equivalent sala-
ryduetofreezing of dearness allowance. Cur-
rently we are running another fundraising
drive for these workers on the campus,” said
director Subhasis Chaudhuri.




